
Fundraising Pack
A DIY guide to raising funds for 
West Cornwall Search & Rescue Team.
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Thank you for downloading or requesting this pack. We are a small charity 
with a big role. We provide voluntary inland search & rescue cover, supporting 
the statutory emergency services, across West Cornwall. 
 

We are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year. Much of our work 
involves searching for missing people but 
we also have rope and water capabilities 
to support our search and rescue functions 
and we work with resources such as the 
Coastguard Rescue Helicopters, Search 
Dogs and Air Ambulance.  
 
We can also be called upon to provide 
support in emergencies such as extreme 
weather events.  

We do all of this with no paid staff and no 
official funding. All of our £15,000 per year 
running costs have to be raised from public 
fundraising and rely on the generosity of the 
Cornish public – and, of course, people like 
YOU! By staging a fundraising event on our 
behalf, you can help us continue our life-
saving work and be part of our extended 
team. So read on, have fun and stay safe.
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About WCSAR 
 
West Cornwall Search & Rescue Team 
(WCSAR) operates a voluntary search and 
rescue capability across the far southwest 
of mainland Britain. The team’s unpaid 
volunteers are available 24/7, 365 days a 
year to support the emergency services to 
search for lost, missing and injured people. 

A Cornish Charity
 
Funded entirely by donations, the team 
maintains a core membership of 40 highly-
trained volunteers from all walks of life, 
a rescue base in the centre of the region, 
a fully-equipped incident control vehicle 
and an off-road ambulance.

Our Affiliation 
 
WCSAR is a member of Mountain 
Rescue England and Wales, the umbrella 
organisation that coordinates the provision 
of inland search and rescue as part of the 
UKSAR framework. Within MREW, the team 
works alongside it’s partner teams within 
the PenMaCRA (Peninsula Mountain and 
Cave Rescue Association) region.
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Fundraising For Us 
 
There are lots of ways you can raise funds to help our team. One of the most 
popular is to undertake some form of sponsored event. It could be a walk, run 
or swim, it could be a dress down day at school or in the office or it could be a 
sponsored car wash, sponsored silence or sponsored hair shave.  

Another popular way of raising funds, is by holding an event in your 
community – a car boot or garage sale, a coffee morning or cake bake, a pub 
quiz or treasure hunt.
 
There are lots more ideas online – try this site for starters: 
www.better-fundraising-ideas.com. Or you could get together with a group of 
friends, work colleagues or family members and plan something as a group?

4

http://www.better-fundraising-ideas.com.


1. Decide what your fundraising activity is 
going to be. If it’s your first time organising 
one, start small and don’t set yourself 
an unrealistic challenge. A 5k fun-run for 
yourself and a few friends is much easier to 
organise than a marathon for 500 people! 

2. Think about WHEN to hold it. Factors 
to consider are the likely weather for the 
time of year, whether it clashes with school 
holidays or other events and whether you 
have given yourself enough time.  
(We have generally found that 3 months 
lead-in time is a good amount to do all the 
planning, arranging and to ensure the event 
is well publicised.) 
 
3. Think about WHERE to hold it. Will you 
need any special equipment and will you 
need any permissions? Is there sufficient 
space (and parking) for your planned 
numbers? Will it cause any disruption to 
anyone else? (If so, you will need to discuss 
your plans with them first)

4. Spread the Word – Think about all the 
ways you can get the message out about 
your event. Social media is a fantastic 
platform but consider contacting local 
papers and local radio and making posters 
or flyers to distribute in your community. 

5. Let us Know – We can help publicise 
your event through our own social media 
so don’t forget to tell us in good time. We 
can’t always attend due to operational 
requirements but it may sometimes be 
possible to send team members or a 
vehicle to make an appearance on the day! 
We may also be able to supply collection 
tins or buckets, banners, leaflets or stickers.

How to…
5 Steps to help you plan & stage an event.
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Before
> Make a list of all the things you will need
  for your event and tick them off once they
  are sorted. 
 
> Go over your plans with a friend or relative
  the week before and again the day before
  to make sure you have thought of everything. 
 
> Think about a contingency for if the 
  weather is poor or if someone or 
  something lets you down at short notice. 
 
> People are often afraid of the dreaded 
  “risk assessment” but think of them as 
  something that will help your event run 
  safely and smoothly rather than something 
  that will hinder your event. There are lots 
  of examples of simple risk assessments to
  be found online. 
 
> Use our sponsor form if you are relying on 
  sponsorship – it helps reassure people 
  that your event is legitimate.

 

During
> Arrive in good time to set up and organise 
  your event. That way, even if you are  
  delayed by traffic, for example, you should 
  still arrive before everyone else.
 
> Brief any helpers or supporters fully before
  your event starts so everyone knows what 
  their role is and what to do in case of a 
  problem or emergency.
 
> Take lots of pictures (remembering to ask 
  people if they are happy for their images 
  to be shared).
 
After
> Pay the money in to: Lloyds Bank  
  Sort Code: 30-90-89  
  Account No: 45984368 
  Account Name: West Cornwall Search 
  & Rescue Team
 
> Remember to thank all the people who 
  have helped or supported you – you can 
  do this verbally or by posting a message 
  online or sending a card or letter.
 
> Let people know how much was raised on 
  Social Media and/or via the press. 

Things to Remember
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Setting up a Just Giving Page 
You can create an online sponsor page on 
the ‘Just Giving’ site – here’s how…

• Go to www.justgiving.com
 
• Click on Start Fundraising
 
• Confirm you are raising money for A Charity  
 
• Log in or sign up 

• Search for West Cornwall Search & 
  Rescue Team in the search box at the top
  of the page and click on our charity entry. 
 
• Follow the instructions to upload your own 
  photo or use ours. Some standard words
  will be there from us and you can add your
  own message too. 
 
If you have any problems, email us –  
fundraising@westcornwallsar.co.uk 

     Setting up a Facebook Event
    To create a private Facebook event on 
    your computer: 
 
 
• From your News Feed, click Events in 
  the left menu.
 
• Click Create New Event on the left side.
 
• Click Private Event, then click Next.  
  Only invited guests will see your event. ...
 
• Fill in the event name, location, date,
  time and description.
 
• Click Create.

Making it Easy
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I’m fundraising for 
West Cornwall Search & Rescue!

Event

When

Where

fundraising@westcornwallsar.co.uk
Charity no. 1184377

Contact Details
Name:
Phone:
Email:



On behalf of everyone at West Cornwall Search & Rescue Team, we would 
like to say a huge “Thank You” for every penny that you help raise. Without 
these vital funds, we simply couldn’t continue our life-saving work. With so 
many charities out there, we are very grateful that you have chosen us.  
 Thank You   
West Cornwall Search & Rescue Team -  
Unit 10, United Downs Industrial Estate, St Day, TR16 5HY
fundraising@westcornwallsar.co.uk
Charitable Incorporated Organisation - 1184377


