
Business Pack
A guide for businesses to help support
West Cornwall Search & Rescue Team.



Welcome
Thank you for your interest in West Cornwall Search & Rescue Team. We are 
a charity providing inland search and rescue cover across West Cornwall 
in support of the emergency services and a member of Mountain Rescue 
(England & Wales). 

You can think of us as like the Coastguard 
but for the inland parts of Cornwall, 
covering all of the ‘TR’ postcode areas. 
Unlike the Coastguard, we are a stand-
alone charity and receive no funding from 
government. We have to raise every penny 
of the £20,000 we need each year to 
remain operational.

That’s where we hope you can help?

Our fundraising up to now has relied heavily 
on public donations through our collection 
tins and attendance at annual events like 
the Stithians Show and running our own 
annual open day. But Covid and the cost-
of-living crisis have made it harder for many 
charities, coupled with the fact that fewer 
people now carry cash.

We are hoping that the businesses of West 
Cornwall might be able to help support our 
team in ways that don’t significantly impact 
you but could make a huge difference to us.
In these pages, we have set out some of 
the ways we hope your business could 
support us, with ideas to suit organisations  
of all shapes and sizes; from one-off events  
to annual or ongoing relationships.

But you might be asking “What’s in it for 
us?” and that’s a fair question to ask. The 
cost of living crisis has affected businesses 
as well as individuals and no-one has money 
to burn.

Well there is a lot of evidence to support 
the idea that forming partnerships with local 
charities can actually boost your business – 
enhancing your reputation as a committed 
part of the community and making your 
customers and staff feel good about  
your brand. 

So take a look inside and see if there is 
anything that you could do to help us?  

We would be delighted to speak to you 
about designing a package that is a  
perfect fit for you.



The team is available 24 hours a day 365 days a year to assist the emergency 
services in searching for missing people and providing specialist rescue and 
medical assistance.  We respond whenever we are called – day or night and 
whatever the weather.   
 
Our team is made up entirely of volunteers 
– men and women drawn from all walks 
of life and all corners of Mid and West 
Cornwall. We have a base at United Downs, 
near St Day, where we store our equipment 
and our two vehicles.We train weekly  
in skills including advanced first aid,  
navigation, radio & communications  
and search techniques. 

Much of our work involves searching for 
missing people at the request of the 
Police but we also have a number of other 
dedicated roles and resources including: 

•	 A specialist rope team for underground 
and mine rescue incidents

•	 A specialist water team for operations  
in swift moving or flood water

•	 A qualified search dog and handler to 
assist in searches

This means we can also be called by  
the Fire Service, Ambulance Service  
or Coastguard and often find ourselves 
involved in multi-agency responses.

One of our main sources of expenditure is 
on our two vehicles – one which we use as  
a mobile control room for controlling 
incidents and one which is an off-road 
response vehicle to transport people and 
equipment to the scene of an incident.

Both vehicles are fitted with blue lights 
which we are accredited to use as a 
member of Mountain Rescue (England  
& Wales) 

Another significant cost is the specialist 
equipment required for rope and water 
operations. Because of its technical nature, 
the equipment can be costly and needs 
to be replaced at the end of its life-span 
however much it has been used.

Raising the £20,000 annual running costs 
is something our members have to do on 
top of attendance at call-outs and training 
so any help or support we can get is hugely 
appreciated.

What does West Cornwall 
Search & Rescue Team 
actually do? 





Ways You Can Help

Unrestricted cash donations are always very welcome but there are 
lots of other ways your business could support us – and they don’t 
have to cost the earth:
 

Raising Awareness

We regularly post updates on Facebook and LinkedIn (search for 
WCSAR). Just liking and sharing our posts can help us reach a 
greater audience, all of which is helpful as we rely heavily on social 
media to engage with the public.

Similarly, giving us a shout-out on your own social media can really 
help raise awareness of what we do amongst your customer/
supplier base.

We also have some leaflets introducing the team which you may be 
able to share with your staff and customers?

Hosting a Collection Tin

A tried and tested method of charity support, we rely heavily on 
the ubiquitous ‘Collection Tin’ for a chunk of our income. If you are 
the kind of business with customers who visit you in person, could 
you host a collection tin on your reception or by your till? 

We will provide the tin and collect and replace it (or remove it) at 
your request and we will write to you to let you know how much 
money was collected so your customers can see how they have 
helped us.

Discounted Services & In-Kind Donations

From first aid supplies to vehicle tyres and repairs to stationery 
and printing to tea, coffee and cleaning products – we spend 
hundreds of pounds a year buying the things we need to run the 
team. We are always on the look-out for businesses able to offer 
us a good deal and are very happy to shout about it when we 
find one. From a shout-out on social media to a full-blown press 
release, we are happy to tell the world (or at least West Cornwall) 
about your generosity. 



Donation (Cash)

As previously mentioned, cash donations are always very welcome 
and whether it’s from your profits or through activities and events 
your business has put on or participated in, you can be sure your 
money will be put to good use supporting our life-saving work. 

Make Us Your ‘Charity of the Year’ 

Many businesses like to adopt a chosen charity for a year and we 
would be delighted to discuss with you how this could best work for 
your business if you chose us. From having the vehicles and team 
members pay you a visit for a photo-shoot to hosting your staff for 
a fact-finding trip to our base, there are lots of things we can do to 
our mutual benefit. Get in touch with us if you would like to explore 
this option further.

Sponsor or Fund a Piece of Equipment

From a new torch to a new vehicle – we can work up an 
arrangement to suit your budget. Whether it’s an item associated 
with your business – or you just want to do your bit to help – we 
can explore ways of getting your name on a piece of kit that you 
have funded or sponsored. And we can provide you with lots of 
great images of it at your business premises or in use by the team 
that you can also use in your marketing and promotion. 

One-off Opportunity or Event 

Of course any relationship doesn’t need to be for a whole year. We 
are happy to explore specific events or opportunities you might 
have in mind. This could be about a product launch, a store opening 
or a team building event for your staff. Let us know what you have 
in mind and we will see what we can do to support you.



I’m fundraising for 
West Cornwall Search & Rescue!

Event

When

Where

fundraising@westcornwallsar.co.uk
Charity no. 1184377

Contact Details
Name:
Phone:
Email:



Thank you for taking time to read this document. It is intended only 
as a guide and we would be happy to hear from you with any ideas 
or suggestions you might have.
 
 Thank You 

You can contact us by email:

fundraising@westcornwallsar.co.uk / pr@westcornwallsar.co.uk

West Cornwall Search & Rescue Team - Unit 10, United Downs Industrial Estate, St Day, TR16 5HY

www.westcornwallsar.co.uk

Charitable Incorporated Organisation – Charity Number 1184377

This pack is for information 
only and is not a contractual 
offer. Any collaboration or 
sponsorship arrangement 
between WCSAR and any 
other entity or individual shall 
be subject to satisfactory 
due diligence and the written 
approval of WCSAR’s Trustees.


